WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method of providing an inspection procedure to an operator of a coordinate 
measurement system having a display, the method comprising: 

prompting the operator to select an experience level; 

selecting one of a plurality of executable programs in response to said experience 
level to define a selected executable program; and, 
executing said selected executable program. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said selected executable program consists essentially of 
audio and video to direct the operator through the inspection procedure. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said selected executable program consists essentially of 
audio and still images to direct the operator through the inspection procedure. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein said selected executable program consists essentially of 
audio to direct the operator through the inspection procedure. 

5. A coordinate measurement system having a display, the coordinate measurement system 
providing an inspection procedure to an operator, the coordinate measurement system 
comprising: 

a controller for prompting the operator to select an experience level; 
said controller selecting one of a plurality of executable programs in response to said 
experience level to define a selected executable program; and, 

said controller executing said selected executable program. 
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6. The coordinate measurement system of claim 5 wherein said selected executable program 
consists essentially of audio and video to direct the operator through the inspection 
procedure. 

7. The coordinate measurement system of claim 5 wherein said selected executable program 
consists essentially of audio and still images to direct the operator through the inspection 
procedure. 

8. The coordinate measurement system of claim 5 wherein said selected executable program 
consists essentially of audio to direct the operator through the inspection procedure. 

9. A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer program code for providing 
an inspection procedure to an operator of a coordinate measurement system having a display, 
the storage medium including instructions for causing the coordinate measurement system to 
implement a method comprising: 

prompting the operator to select an experience level; 

selecting one of a plurality of executable programs in response to said experience 
level to define a selected executable program; and, 
executing said selected executable program. 

10. The storage medium of claim 9 wherein said selected executable program consists 
essentially of audio and video to direct the operator through the inspection procedure. 

1 1 . The storage medium of claim 9 wherein said selected executable program consists 
essentially of audio and still images to direct the operator through the inspection procedure. 



FAO-0014C 



23 



12. The storage medium of claim 9 wherein said selected executable program consists 
essentially of audio to direct the operator through the inspection procedure. 

13. A method for directing an operator through an inspection procedure including measuring 
a feature at a measurement location on a part using a coordinate measurement system 
including an articulated arm and a display, the method comprising: 

presenting to the operator through the display a digital image of said part and a 
measurement indicator, said measurement indicator directing said operator to position a 
measurement portion of said articulated arm adjacent said measurement location on said part. 

14. The method of claim 13 wherein said measurement indicator is positioned relative to the 
digital image of said part, said measurement indicator being positioned on an interior surface 
of said digital image of said part. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein said measurement indicator is a colored indicator. 

16. The method of claim 13 wherein said measurement indicator is a home-in guide, said 
home-in guide including a display window that changes appearance as said measurement 
portion of said articulated arm approaches said measurement location. 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein said home-in guide includes concentric rings indicating 
the position of said measurement location. 

18. The method of claim 16 wherein said home-in guide changes appearance as the 
measurement portion of said articulated arm approaches said measurement location. 
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19. A three dimensional coordinate measurement system for measuring a parameter 
associated with a part, said coordinate measurement system comprising: 

an articulated arm operated by an operator to measure a feature associated with said 

part; 

a controller executing an executable program directing the operator through a 
procedure; 

a display coupled to said controller, said display presenting a digital image of said 
part and a measurement indicator, said measurement indicator directing said operator to 
position a measurement portion of said articulated arm adjacent a measurement location on 
said part. 

20. The coordinate measurement system of claim 19 wherein said measurement indicator is 
positioned relative to the digital image of said part, said measurement indicator being 
positioned on an interior surface of said digital image of said part. 

21. The coordinate measurement system of claim 20 wherein said measurement indicator is 
a colored indicator. 

22. The coordinate measurement system of claim 19 wherein said measurement indicator is 
a home-in guide, said home-in guide including a display window that changes appearance as 
said measurement portion of said articulated arm approaches said measurement location. 

23. The coordinate measurement system of claim 22 wherein said home-in guide includes 
concentric rings indicating the position of said measurement location. 
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24. The coordinate measurement system of claim 22 wherein said home-in guide changes 
appearance as the measurement portion of said articulated arm approaches said measurement 
location. 

25. A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer program code for providing 
an inspection procedure to an operator, the inspection procedure including measuring a 
feature at a measurement location on a part using a coordinate measurement system including 
an articulated arm and a display, the storage medium including instructions for causing the 
coordinate measurement system to implement a method comprising: 

presenting to the operator through the display a digital image of said part and a 
measurement indicator, said measurement indicator directing said operator to position a 
measurement portion of said articulated arm adjacent said measurement location. 

26. The storage medium of claim 25 wherein said measurement indicator is positioned 
relative to the digital image of said part, said measurement indicator being positioned on an 
interior surface of said digital image of said part. 

27. The storage medium of claim 26 wherein said measurement indicator is a colored 
indicator. 

28. The storage medium of claim 25 wherein said measurement indicator is a home-in guide, 
said home-in guide including a display window that changes appearance as said measurement 
portion of said articulated arm approaches said measurement location. 

29. The storage medium of claim 28 wherein said home-in guide includes concentric rings 
indicating the position of said measurement location. 
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30. The storage medium of claim 28 wherein said home-in guide changes appearance as the 
measurement portion of said articulated arm approaches said measurement location. 
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